INFORMATION:

)elegacion de Culiura

cmao Ayuntamiento de Tarila
(Town Hall)

phone N¥ (956) 68 41 86

lronato Local de Turismo
(Tourist Board)
- shona NY (956) 68 09 93
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Castle of Gusman el Bueng

Excmo. Ayuntamiento de Tarifa



The Castle of Guzman el Bueno

Tarifa lies upon a rocky spur marking
the Southern lip of the Iberian Peninsula. It
enjoys a privileged location guarding the Straits
of Gibraltar.

Recen! archaeological excavalions pro-
ve evidence of the presence, where the caslle is
now located, of remains belonging to the
Bronze Age, the Punic and Iberian periods as
well as Roman wvestiges from the initial
Republican slage, Upper and Lower Empires.

Muslim presence in the town has been
evident from the very beginning, however the
castle is construcled in the year 960 as ordered
by Caliph Abd e Rahwman i, which gives rise to
one of the best preserved monuments from that
time all over Spain.

The importance of Tarifa will be
growing bigger thanks to Muslim Faith
Volunteers passing through the town, who since
the successive Empires flaking place in
Maghreb (Aimoravide, Aimohade and Benimerin
Dynasties} marked whal il would be Al-Andalus
policy from the end of the 11th century.

After the Christian Canquest in 1292 by
Sancho IV el Brava, in 1294 the event which
made Tarifa worldwide well-known occurs: the
feat of Guzman el Bueno who preferred his own
son to be sacrificed to surrendering the Castle
he had been entrusted wilh by his king.

Each and every of the above-
mentioned hislorical stages has left its mark on
the town history. As a resull, today its castle
shows the aspect of numerous defence
constructions, such as Gates, Towers, Barbican
Towers and Corachas (Parapet-walked wall
joining the flanking tower together with the main
fortified enclosure), as well as a Palatial
character gradually adquired since the 14th
century and while in possession of the Marquis
of Tarifa in the 16th century.

The caslle has preserved its military
aspecl for a millennium. In 1989 it was placed in
civil hands resloring and fitting out works (lo be
conlinued in fulure) being undertaken to make it
suitable for public visit.

Text by Alejandro Pérez-Malumbres Landa
Pholographs by M.Rojas ¢
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CALIPHATE PERIOD - X cenlury
ALBIORAVIDE PERIDD - Xl cenfury
ALMOHADE PERIOD - XllI eenbury

CHRISTIAN PERIDD - XKW1 contury
AODERN PERICD - XVI-XVIH cottlury
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CONTEMPORARY PERIOD

Tower of Guzmén el Busna, Xill century

Coracha, Xl century.

Gateway to the sea and second Coracha, XIV century
Chapel, XIV century.

Angle gate, Xl century originafly, reslored in XV
century.

Foundational Inscription Gate, access to the Casile
ariginal enclosure.

Castle alley, made up by the alley itself and Xl
century Barbican Tower. XVI cenlury tiling can be
observed.

Caliphate period Tower foundations in ruins.

Grained Communal granary, XVIll century.

Tower restored in the X century.

Gate on the Easl side of the Castle, X cantury.
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East area of Barbican Tower.

Homege Tower, XY century,

Arm-room balcony, XIV-XVII century.

Santa Maria golthic Church, XIV century.

Observation Towet beginning of Almedina Almora-
vide peried enclosure, XIl century.

Sea front. Reinforment on Caliphate penod tower
base can be cbserved. Relnforcement was carried
out by the beginning of XVl century and in XX
century. Pari of the Barbican Tower has been
restored.

Mudefar (Spanish-muslim  Architectonic  Style)
geometrical interlacing arches in brick on upper wall,
XIV century

Well, X century onginaihy
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