El Castillo de Tarifa

o de Guzm:an el Bueno

I Tarifa es el puente éntre Europa y
Africa, limite entre el Mediterminen y el
Atldntico, Ocupa un Jugar estratégico en uni
zona legendana, as Columnas de Hércules, el
fin del mundo para los navegantes de la
antigiedad. Porelio ha sido habitada desde la
Prehistoria hasta hoy por fenicios, momanos,
musulimanss ¥ Cristanos, gienes dominann
¢sla peninsula rocosa gue marea el sur del
continente euTopeD,

Los escritores drabes hablan de una
incursian temprana en el afio 710, dirigida por
el beréher Tanf, qoe habifa dado su nombire a
esta cludad, Tarifa, aungue también podria
denvar de g (en drabs “punta” o “extrema’),
Pero es en el afo 960 d.C, cuando s¢ erige por
orden del califa omeya Abd al-Rabman 111 el
castillo gue onging el recinto defénsivo actual,
uni de los mejor conservados en toda Espania.

Tarifa siguid creciendo en
importancia por ser uno de los principales
puertos de paso del Estrecho de Gibraltar bajo
los Imperios musulmanes norteafricanos
{Almordvides, Almohades, Benimenines) que
desde el Magreb marcaron la politica de al-
Andalus a partir del siglo XI.

Poco despuéds de la conguista
cristiana en 1292 por el rey Sancho IV el Bravo,
tigne lugar el acontecimientio gue ha dado
nombre al castillo ¥ renombre a Tarifa, ¥ que
ha entrado en el terreno de lo legendario: la
defensa por su alcaide, Alonso Pérez de
Cuzman El Buenp, quien prefirid sacrificar a
si1 hijo antes de entregar a los musulmanes el
castillo que su tey le habia confiado.

Cada fase histérica ha dejado su
impronta en s ciudad y en su castillo, cuya
imeagen actual es el resultade de la scumulacidn
de defensas (puertas, [orres, niares], ast comdo
de o8 raspos  palaciepos que adquinid desde
el siplo XV hasta la época que perteneeio al 1
Margqués de Tarifa, en el siglo XV

El cnstille perpetud su funcidn militia
durante un milenio, hastn que en el afio 1989
pasd a manos civiles. Se inicia entonces la
investigacidn arguenltgica funto con las obras
de restauracion, gque contindan hasta hoy.
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The Castle of Tarifa
or of
Guzman the Good

Tanta 15 a bndge between Europe
and Africa and divides the Mediterranean from
the Atlantic. Thecity occupies a stratégic place
in o legendary zone, “The Pillars of Hercules™,
once thought to be the end of the world by the
sailors of antiquity. That's the reason why it
was inhabited from prehistoric imes 1o ths
day, by Phoenicians, Romans, Muslims and
Christians, upon this rocky peninsula, the
southern most point of Europe,

Arab writers speak about an early
incursion in the year TI0AD,, lead by g Berber
called Tarif. This should be the origin of the
name of the eity. Buot it could also be a
dénvation of farf (“peinl” or “extreme”, in
Arabic), The castle was built in 960 A.D, by
the Omeyyad Caliph Abd al-Rahman III,
giving nse to the defensive enclosure that we
seg today, ane of Lhe best preserved in Spain.

The importance of Tarfn increased
over time because it was one of the most
important pors throwgh the Strait of Gibraltar
undéer the Empires of the Maghreb (Almoravid,
Almohad and Marinid dynasties), which
marked the palitics of al-Andalus from the
end of the X1 century cnwards,

Just. a couple of years afier the
Christian conguest in 1292 by King Sancho
IV the Brave, an gvent took place that gave
the castle of Tarifa jts name ond fame: the
defence by the castle”s governor, Alonso Pérez
de Gurmiin el Bueno (the Good, 10 the sense
of righteous) who chose 1o sacrifice his own
son, instead of surrendering the stromghold
that the king had entrusted (o him,

Each and every one of the above
mentionéd historical stages have left their
mark on the town and on its Castle, which
taday show what has resulted from the addition
of defensive siruciures (gaies, iowers, barriers),
as well as from its palatial constructions,
aecumulated since the XVih century up to
the imes of [ Marquis of Tarifa in the XV
cenlury.

The castle preserved its military
function for a millennium. In 1989 it was
placed in civil hands, beginning with the
restauration and archaeolomcal work that has
mide it known o s
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Castillo de Guzman El Bueno
Castle of Guzman the Good

INFORMACION
INFORMATION

DELEGACION MUNICIPAL DE CULTURA
{Culture Delegation)
TIf. 956 68 46 89

PATRONATO MUNICIPAL DE TURISMO
{Tourist Board)
TIf. 956 68 (9 93

,& www.aviotarifa.com
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IPATHY (CIDENTAL

24 ESCALERA A LOS ADARVES DEL CASTILLD
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5CHAFEL
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I-EASTERN BARRIER O FIRST WALL
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IFHOMALGE TOWER

14-CALIPHAL "SOGA Y TIZON" WALL
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16-CHURCH OF SANTA MARLA

17-SEA FRONT

IE-STAIRS TO THE BARRIER

1&PANORAMIC YIEW FROM THE HARBOUR AND THE ISLAND

H-THE FOUNDATIONAL INSCRIPTION GATE
TL-TRANSCRIFTION OF THE FOUNDATIONAL INSCRIFTION
ILWESTERN COURTYARD

I-STAIRCASE TO THE BATTLEMENTS

JLPANORAMIC VIEW FROM THE STRAIT OF GIRRALTAR ANDAFRICA
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